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the kingdom. According to the Malabar law, nephews were
the heirs and successors to all property and honours; but
the sons of the Eajah sought to alter the law of succession
in their own favour. They were aided in their ambitious
schemes by several of the " eight chieftains," and by other
adherents. Becoming aware of the conspiracy, the Eajah
watched his opportunity, and ordered the execution of his
two sons, one of whom he put to death with his own hand.
Several of the minor chiefs were slain at the same time,
their families sold into slavery, and their estates confiscated.

Yet this Prince was at the same time remarkable for his
superstitious zeal in the service of the gods. He ever
regarded the whole of his possessions as consecrated to
Patmanabhan, the national deity, in whose honour he re-
built and adorned the great temple and handsome pillared
courts at Trevandrum. The splendid and costly sexennial
festival, still observed by the native Eajahs, was first estab-
lished in 1749 by Yunjee Martanda Vurmah. Other temples
at UTeyyattunkara and elsewhere were built, and the whole
expenditure of the religious establishment raised to the very
liberal and even profuse scale which characterizes it at the
present day. " He was," says Bartolomeo, " a man of great
pride, courage, and talents, capable of undertaking great
enterprises, and from his youth had been accustomed to war-
like operations."

This Prince reigned for a period of twenty-nine years, and
was succeeded in 1758 by Yunjee Bala Eama Yurmah.
During his reign the authority of the petty chieftains was
wholly extinguished, and he was enabled to direct his excur-
sions northwards. By the aid of D'Lannoy and an eminent
native general called Martanda Pilley, the wide extent of
country under the Eajahs of A'kngadft and Paravur was sub-
dued and annexed; and in conjunction with his ally, the
Eajah of Cochin, he drove back the troops of the Zamorin of